CHAPTER III
THE  OTTOMAN EMPIRE
THE racial make-up of the Turks has had less to do
with their national characteristics than the history
of the Turkish community through the centuries
of its exposure to the pressure, cultural and military.,
of conquest and counter-conquest. Until the seventh
century, Anatolia was still Western in culture, a hellen-
ized province of imperial Byzantium (or Constanti-
nople) . But although the city of Constantinople was to
withstand the attack from the East for seven centuries
more, the Byzantine Empire was already in decay. The
Arabs, newly converted to Islam, attacked the capital as
early as 671, and the stage \vas set for the swallowing up
of Anatolia by the Orient, from which the Greeks under
Alexander the Great had first captured it.
The process was slow, but by die middle of the elev-
enth century the Seljuk Turks, also Moslems, had over-
run the whole of the Near East and set up in Anatolia
the province of Rum. The Seljuks expanded steadily to
the west, but their empire wras short-lived3 largely be-
cause of their habit of dividing the territory they con-
quered into fiefs for their followers, \vho then fought des-
perately among themselves. In the thirteenth century
Anatolia was a scene of anarchy under an impotent
Seljuk overlord. The Byzantine Emperor at Constanti-
nople was, however, himself too \veak to profit by this
interregnum to expand and reinforce his frontiers.
One of the fiefs of Rum was held by a local chieftain
named Ertugrul. Probably on the command of the Sul-
tan, he held the key frontier district over against the
Byzantine province of Nicea. In 1281 he was succeeded
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